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wished. But how could I ? I did not have the courage to take
them up with my own hands and teach my companions a lesson
in fearlessness. I am ashamed that I could not do so. But my
shame could not benefit them or me.

If Ramanama favours me I might still attain that courage
some day. In the meantime, I consider it my duty to act as I
have stated -above. Religion is a thing to be lived. It is not mere
sophistry.

Mussoorie, 29-5-'46                           (From Harijanbandhu)

Harijan, 9-6-1946

41
WHY KILL ?
The following suggestion has been received from Aligarh:
" You write : ' We have to kill monkeys, birds and animals
which ruin the crops, or else keep someone who will Kill them
for us.J In this connection I wish to submit that if other means
can be found to keep them off the crops, killing should not be
necessary. My uncle has been able to keep monkeys off his
field by using strong electric light at night.' Why cannot this
method be given a wider trial ? "
At first sight the suggestion seems attractive, but on deeper
thought one finds that it won't work. I might be able to protect -
my own field in this manner, but what of those round about ?
It will not be right for me selfishly to save my crops at the cost
of others. That will be violence in the name of non-violence.
For instance, we throw a snake or rubbish from our own yard
into that of our neighbour without compunction. True ahimsa
demands that if we must save the society as well as ourselves
from the mischief of monkeys and the like, we have to kill
them. The general rule is that we must avoid violence to the
utmost extent possible. Non-violence for the society is neces-
sarily different from that for the individual. One living apart
from society may defy all precaution, not so society as such.
Poona, 30-6-*46     ,                            (From Harijansevak)    ,
Harijan, 7-7-1946